JOHN   WILMOT:
EARL  OF   ROCHESTER
[Born 1647. Poet and libertine, Master of Arts at Oxford when
little more than fourteen. He travelled abroad and, on his return,
he identified himself with the most dissolute set of Charles IPs
Courtiers, soon excelling them all in profligacy. In 1666 he was made
a Gentleman of the King's Bedchamber and, in 1674, he received a
special mark of the royal favour by being appointed Keeper of Wood-
stock Park. Towards the end of his life he declared that he was under
the influence of drink for five consecutive years. At the same time
he cultivated a brilliant faculty for amorous lyrics, obscene rhymes
and mordant satires in verse, which more than once caused his dismissal
from Court. However he was always taken back into favour and
although he quickly ruined his physical health by his excesses, his
intellect retained all its vivacity until his death in 1680,]
A
~ OUT 18, he stole his Lady, Elizabeth Malet, a daughter
and heir, a great fortune; for which I remember I sawe
him a Prisoner in the Tower about 1662.
His youthly spirit and oppulent fortune did sometimes
make him doe extravagant actions, but in the country he was
generally civill enough. He was wont to say that when he
came to Brentford the Devill entred into him and never left
him till he came into the Country again.
He was Raunger of Woodstock-parke and lived often at
the Lodge at the west end, a vety delightfull place aod nobk
prospect westwards. Here his Lordship had severall lascivious
Pictures drawen.
His Lordship read all manner of bookes. Mr. Andrew
Marvell (who was a good Judge of Witt) was wont to say tibtt
he was the best English Satyrist and had the right vox. *Tw*$
pitty Death tooke him off so soon.
In his last sicknesse he was exceedingly paeniteat aad wtotr
a letter of Ms repentance to Dr. Burnet, which is printed
He sent for all his servants, even the pigga#J-bof, to come
and hear his Palinode.
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